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ONE FAN?S ANAIYSIS (F THE 75th MAILING

The following comments are somewhat discriminating in that more wordage is
devoted to a few mags, while others only receive passing mention, Such was
not intended, but such is the way the ball bounces.

GEMLINE "The female rat will cross the-electric wire to get
to the male," Aw, hang it all, Gem - - you should
know better than to compare the sex habits of a four footer!
with those of a Thomo sap', Rats, indeed}! /// I agree with
your sentiments in re the !fringe fan', as I likcwise dislike
sneering actions, by certain so-cal’ed BNF!'s, aimzd at those
who unfortunately have little time (o engage in fonact duc
to other commitments, /// The use o the Rosary to achicve
the power of concentration has a major defect in that it
very readily can result in mere vocalization, And monotony
of speech frequently means a lack of mental awareness of
what the verbalized words and sentences arc meant to imply,
If God is ommipresent, then intersession of prayer via the
Saints hardly seems necessary, This inconsistency in dogma
also holds true for the 'confession box! (in which I have :
spent somc embarrasing moments)s Yes, Gem, you'll find that many Gatholics do
seek holp 'directly! from the Saints, /// '"When any group neglects religious
instruction of the young, the society deteriorates." Under certain cirsumstances,
Yyes; but other factors must be alse taken imto account before reaching such a
generalization, "This is what has happencd €0 produce our wave of juvenile’
delihquency." “From whence did you acquirc such info? Or is this merecly your’
own personcl opinion? I grant that a deterioration of morzls in some individuals
can produce delinquent acts, but this is hardly a major causé of delinquencys
Witness the many, many delinquents who come from Families who profess strong
religious belicfs, And witness the fact that religion and obscrvance of the
mores estdblished by its dogma also helps to create fruStrations and tensions”
in many juvenildes, this frustration frequently heing recleased in delimquent acts.
/7/ Your corments on the procreation functions of sex are the first practical ~
opinions you've made to date on this nassy business of S-E=X, We'lve finally hit
upon 2 phase of the sibject upon which #e share small tidbits of agrecment. ///"
I sec where we're also both bitterly opposed to our presently ineffective traffic
laws and penalties. PerSonally, I advécaté automatic suspension of driverTs
license (for a definite period of time, depending upon how serious the violation)
from every individual guilty of driving under the influence of alcohol, And this
takes into account the fellow who takes that drinic or two for the road, According
to a recent nationwide survey on traffic fatelitics, the !fringe! drinker last
year accounted for twice the number of fatalities than the 'drunken' driver. =
Stated the survey, the !drunken ' ariver usually has a duce of 2 time finding his
car let alone getting in and driving it. 4As far as I'm concerncd, the awarding of
a driver's license to an individual does hot give said individual the right to
erdanger the lives of others, let alone himself, (And these trords have come to
you from a fcllow who enjoys his 'snops' as well as the next guy.) /// "That partic
class of comics which brought up this censorship furor was proved to be harmful,"




Who proved this? Judge Murphy? McCarthy? Wetsel? And educators are expected to

supgest, not dictate, to their students what reading matter can be of most benefit

to them, Do you know of any teacher's college that advocatds that teachers should

dictate to their students what they should and should not read? And if there is

any such school, which I doubt, is it an accrcdited institution?
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Enjoy your cnemlcs. After all, you made them,
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FIENDETTA Sorry about the misunderstanding in ro the writing of the Bible centuries
after Christ. What I mcunt to imply was tho translation of the Bible
into German, French, English, ctc, Once again, I was guilty of making a statoment
that left room for soveral possible interpretations. /// In ro Susan and N3F., Susar
is onc of my best fricends, but his actions left me no choice but to vote tho samc as
tho other officors and remove him from N3F, What would you do when a fellow walks
away with your treasury and refuscs to roturn the money? /// In rec 'commonscnse!,
I took a most intriguing college speech discussion course (two years back) wherein
each student would let him mind ramble upon a particular social problem in an attemr
to come up with as many possible solutions as pos#ible, The more deviant, ridiculov
and beyond the realm of %commonsense! the idea/solution was = = twas encouraged.
After everybody had contributed their fgems!, the class would then proceed to modif:
evaluate and weigh oach solution against the others in order to arrive at ono workatie
solution, PFascinating, believe me,
DYAUS I quostion your statement that "salcs techniques are not nocessary tools of
our modcern civilization," I dislikc cxcossive, logd-mouthed advertising,
but T conslder same to be a necessary evil, so to speak, Advertising all too
frequently makes necessities out of lwaries, but it also helps to keep our nation's
employment at a high level in that it encourages the public to buy that new car and
that new styled coat. I'm quite suro you're awarc of the principlos of advertising
and the operations of supply and demand, Why for then your above statement? ///
It was necessary for the federal govermment to mancuver Japan into striking the
first blow dus to the gencral apathy of the public toward bocoming involved in any
foreign cntanglermonts, Without the support of the public, no nation can hope to
become an aggressor or stop the movements of a beligerant power. The public, prior
to Poarl Harbor, was unintcrestcd in Par Eastern affairs. The administration nceded
a spark to creatc an interest and Poarl Herbor produced it, /// Under Marxist
Commumism the state as we know it would vanish, But a few clemonts of government
would remain in the form of world sceial organizaticns to provide for the aged, the
ncedy, the lame, tho ill, cte, Remember, lMarx was a humanitarian and recognized
the nceds of the comman man, To say that Marxist Comaunism would eliminate those
unfit and unable to contribute their sharc to the social order is to ignore the basic
idecals and choracteristics of Marx himself. /// You, like several other FAPAN's,
have montioned amazement at the Jittle things that result in people droping away
from Catholicism ., With me it was a vast accumulation of littlc things. I merely
cited lenten gambling as one incident that brought overy incident that precoded it
to a bolling point,
IYKE Aw, ccme on and adrdt that Scientology U, is nothing morc than a montal instit:tn
MOONCAIF MA person without religion would be inclined to run around and bash in a
few hoadse" Reallyl Iegit? Surely you must agrec that an individual car
be a true~blue Humanitarian without professing any relipious leanings, regardless of
his edwational background, /// "Character is often obviously inherited in some
respects from one or both of the parents, which fact can bo seen even whon a child
is raiscd away from his parcnts." Well, now, this is an outright demial of a tonct
held by the psychology school that character can only be learncd, How can an
individunll!s character be inherited, in the light that if you take a child and place
him in the wildernoss to let him struggle and subsist fer himself, the child will
display behavior characteristics of the animrls of the forcst, Scveral such cases
arc on record and it scoms to me that they show up the leharacter inhoritanco! theory
as pure buncombe, "




BIRDSMITH ‘Iottcer From London! was interesting and quite
informative, From the various statements made
by Morse, I have cause to wonder in re his natidnality,
Is this fellow a Britisher or a'misplanted Amerikoner?
QABAL K11 ren are created evil.
MALIGNANT Gee, may I'm educated,
TCRRENTS Females begin their maturation process earlior
thon mdl es, but males reach the oend of thelr
maturation stage sooner than the femeles, as the mnle
reaches his highest sex potential at 21, while the female
is not fully matured until her late 20%s, So, in effect,
mlcs mature faster, /// Rock=and=Roll is an off=shoot of
Rhythm-and-Blues (which in turn has its origion in the
Ispirituals?!), while 'jasz! is also a branch of the folklsh
tspiritual?, Thus, you err when you say that Rock=and=Rol”
is a new form of ‘Yjazz!, As for Reck=and=Roll being slop,
I agree that a large portion of the current output ig thus
duc chicfly to some promotors (from the tpops! field{ makdin <
. it commorcialised, 4s for basic Rhythmeand-Blues (that is
NOT the same as Rock=-and-Roll and is scldom waxed on the pop labels), I'm an arden
devotee, with Yprogrossive jazz! my Mumber Two prefercnce. /// In re tspelling!
in the progressive schools, This 1as somewhat out of my ficld, but I do know that
the principle behind the spelling cnd of tho movement is to teach both the !phonet:. -
of words and thc seperatec arrangement of letters in the words at the same time,
The so~called ¥progressive! toacher who does not employ both methods at the same
time is at fault and not the aims of {progressive spelling! itself,
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I declded to teke basket weaving for a snap course,
but two Navajos emrolled and raised the class cuxrve,
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HCRIZONS Canines are more useful than youtlre probobly aware, For example, the
Army has frequently used dogs to gunrd munition depots, No humans in
many instances are involved while the dogs are on guard duty, During the Korean
War 1t was a common practice to leave several camines solely in guard of the
munitions and 3 more cfficient and effective job couddn't have been done by an
entire regiment, /// Mass canal=building was nonular primarily because of the
farmerts agitation for same, During the later half of the last century the farmer
was hard-pressed by the high freight charges of the railrocads, So, in order to
avoid the unfair rates of the roads, the farmer soucht a cheaper (although slower)
means of transporting his goods to market = - and the result - - canals.
In this locale, "Jesus Saves" sirns are crected by 'Jehovah's Witnessost', ///
I have it from scverel good sowrces (all wearing whitc and stationed at Amnapolis)
that Hagerstown hos quite a reputation for being the best town (in the Wash-Balt
vicinity) to spend a weck-end pass. Are you aware of tho terrible corruption and
degration your home town is exporieneing, How about an expose in HCORIZONS?
GROTESQUE  Stimulating were these bits of werse,
FANMJAN "In Antwoerp the percoentage of films shown runs to about 80% Amcrican,"
This best not hold true for the entire country, (clse scmobody gets in
Shot water!) as no Buropcan nation is perrdtted to show more than L4O® American £il
in any one=ycar pexiod, /// I agree that, in the presentation of history upon film
distortion of history is a triflec disgusting, Its odd thet historical novols,
which aro likewisc cuilty of distortion, also draw large audiences. FPerhaps this
is indicative of the "I don't give a damn so long as its bloody and sexy" attitude
of & great portion of the genercl public, sald public being any old public =~ anywhere
EMNEY!'S FAUIT (Paptially) Sambo I like = ~ but this = ~ phooic,
SCROCGE I read it.
BOBOLINGS Ditto




ESDACYOS Two French modies that are presently being shown in the larger cities should
interest you and possibly some cther FAPANs, Both are top-notch comedies

that closcly parallel the Chaplin? form of burles que, they being, "The Sheep Has
Five Icps" and "Mr, Hugot's Holiday". If you appreciate Freoch humor, don!t miss eithc
of these - - FABULOUS. :
HEATIEN I'1l go along with this !posterity! bit, but when are we going to elect our

Chief Pickler, Nominations, anyonc? '
NULE~F In re the Civil War., Your comments hawve lcft me stymied, You've presented

most of the basic facts about the state of affairs that cxdsted, true; bub
youlve left out onc very basic point thet explains WHY "the Southern states werc pushed
out of Congress and discriminated arainst" and WHY "the South was frozen out cconomicalls
by other sections of the nation," As jou'rc undoubtably awore, cotton is a land=killer
And as you probably also realize, during the 19th ceniury Xing Cotton was the major
product of the South. (Second in line s illegitament children,) Without cotton,
the South would have deteriorated econc ically as it wos the only crop that could
profitably be produced via cheap slave :abors. Preceding the War meny Southern farmers
had ettempted growing other crops, but il met with dismal foilidre (primarily because
tho Cotton Kings insisted on using wp ail the good land available,) So, the South was
stuck with cotton, But in as much that cotton is a land-killer, this nccessitated thoo
when one stretch of land was used up, the cotton farmer would then move on to other lard
and grom more of the samg stuff, Now, there is just so much land to go around and the
it becomes necessary 4o look elsewherc, This is what happened to many of the Southern
farmors and consoquently they cast their preedy cycs upon the western stetes and Cuba.
The western states were opposed to ony cotton infiltraticn in as much that it would meawn
deterioration and expleitotion of their soil, 4nd the Nerth was opposed to any further
opreading of the Gotton Empire because the addition of more 'cotton! states would give
tho South a majority in Congress, 4And a majority in Congress would meke it poesible
for King Cotton to aspread even nore., 8o, in cffect, by storing the spread of King
Cothon, the South deteriorated economically, But if King Cotton had becn permitted to
spread, the other sections of the nation would have experienced an economic deterioratiowt
due to the exploitation of their scil, and in due time the entire nation would have becy
in one hell of a shape. You can't ezt cotton, So if you want to sagy that the South
was discriminated against - = you're right. Rersonally, I feel that both sides were at
fault in the conflict. The North erred by not cffering the South a workable solution
to its economic crisis., &nd the South erred Wy displeying lust for land exploitation
and utter disregard for the future consequwnees of same. /// Your caments on the = °
Cuban War included the common error of asscciating the Maine blow-up with Cuban rebels.
Several years after the war the Mrine was raiscd for examinntion and it was found that
the blast had occured internnlly, not externclly, However, due to public sentiment,
this finding was withheld from the press until recent times, 4nd even today many public
scnool tests and educators still persist in teaching what we would like to believe - =
that wo were justified in going to war for the Maine incident, which, of course, we
cerbainly were not. /// "Fans are basicglly semi-anorchists"., Yezh? /// I agree that
orzanized labor is too big in some indusiries and ofien times asks for unrcasonable
benc?fits. BUT I am edfinitely opposed “» any forceful government intervention in
stiikes, except in times of warfare wit: beligerant nations, for a weakened labor
movement due to a return of tho injunction would make possible the return of managément
cxploitation of labor on 2 large scale =25 was the common occurance up until the depress iest
.Beg pardon, but you'll find that a natien-wide program of lifc insurance was advocated
oy the Socialist Party in 1912, Up until that time life insurance was a commedity only
of the rich, as the masscs and the federal government were somewhot ignoramt of its
rossibilitiess 4nd it IS a Socialistic idea origionating from Bngland, A4s for social
scourity = - 2 lot of people bitch about it, but we can't cscape tho fact that millions
of people have rccelwved and arc receiving benefits from the program, One thousand
people everyday in the Us S. reach the age of 65. The child labor laws were first
advocated by the Socialist Partics of the U, S. and England; however, I agree that this
does not necessitate making it an clement of Socizlism. /// "It is a proven fact that



mako.it

privatd industry is more thrifty than the governmont in the -

development and application of industrial techniques," Well, -

this 18 tur (oops) true in some instances,in certain industrice,

but is hardly a true generalisation of all Amcrican industrye.

Frivate industry has many times proven to bo more efficient;

but in the past and today this efficiency has often resulted

and does result in the higher profits (resulting fram the increac

in efficiency) going to the stock holders and not the workers,

The imdustries of Rockefeller and Morgan were quite prosperous

s0 long as they were left to operate without government wotchful

regulation, 4&nd the workers suffered and suffered while the

moncy boys get richer @nd richer as a result of unethcinl businec..

operetions, To end alk this, I best make it clear that I am in

favor of the federal government playing an active role in labor=

management relations when either or both step out of line (as the

both frequently do) and revert to practices outside the law,

MASQUE But I want to see KTEIC. I'm quite suwre I'd ocnjoy that

certain feeling, Truly enjoyed this, :

STEFANTASY The scap ad was stependous, But, theng I'm a MAD
addict. (4nd who isn't?) (With the emeption of
thosc vho ainft) (Ch, what a clever biff of logic.)
(Therets that terriblc word again,) |

DAYSTiR "TFantasy Blucs" was enjoyed, but I'm still™a trifle vague

as to its significonce, Did such an eventactually occy,

or arc you referring to its possibility in the past, present or

future?
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John and Mary wantcd to fly Unmited but the stewardess wouldri't permit them.
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THIS GOON FCR HIRE Gee, can I be a member, too? My credentials are many and I've been
banned from and o
(The reader is allowed the privilege of filling in the above at MLs own discretion,
ZIP'S & MINI - Magmus=type layouts that wore enjoyed - = but why the tarty! covers?
GINZA GAZETTIE - Scintillating little item, I must say,
DOVELE WHAMYY Herc's anothor one of those items that I find difficult to comment upon,
bnyway; hope this becomes a regular in the mailings, 3

NITE CBY Approciated, but ncthing to entice further corment, More meat, man, meatl-
IARK T feel you arc in need of some enlightment as to the salardcs of Priests, Now,

I likewisc,thc money side of religion, But I won't go into that here. Rather
I must say /dislike/ that you arc totzlly wrong in your assumption that Priests are
highly paid for their sorvices, In the U, Ss, a Pricst in cach Parish receives a
salary of $§ 100, per month, You'll nrobably dispute this fact, but nevertheless such
is tho truth of thé matter, A1l moncy taken in by the Church in each Parish is account
by an clocted group of church trustees (that 4s not a permanont body, but changes its
mombership yearly)e #1l such moncy is thon scnt to the central offices of the Dioccesc
where it is further put on the books and then reallocated back to the various Parishes
in the Diocesc. VWhen the money comes back the Priest of the Parish withdraws his meage:
salary from the total, with the remainder going for church ekspences, ANP he is account
able to his Parishincers for every last pemnys So let me emphasisze the fgct that the
Priest in a Parish does not pay out of his own pocket for household servants. 4And as
for an individual church pubbing a list of who donated what, this is donc;- in may of th
churches partly duc to the request of the church memboers and partly to sh®w how much
monay in toto was toaken in and whore it was allocated, One morc comment = = in your
detest for pricsts and ministers and the 'high lifc! you claim they live, did you ever
stop and consider the taboos these mem must adhere to, thc doprivations of life they
must face, and those in the smaller churches who must do their own household tasks
without no pay. Surc, therc are men who are in religion to get what they can get out
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of 1t, and I dislike these characteors intensely; bubt I don't ignore the fact, like you
rersist on doing, that there are many men in the clergy who are honest, upright, and ar
not interested in the grecen stuff with the same vigor as you and I, So you're an athei:
So alrightd So you dislike the Church and religion. So again alright: But I do wish
you would stop moking false gencralizations about same, Youlre beginning to sound like
a reporter for the ‘Daily Worker' who sees only tac evils of capitalism and shuts off h
mind to the good points, /// "If liberache could really play the piano his popularity
would be undcrstandable," It appcars that you, like sc many others, are unaware that
idborache WAS popular HEFGRE his appearancés on' T V, His records were best scllers
long before his smile ktecame known to the public,
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They went Theta way.
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BASANOIS Am looking forward to any !Thrill Book! reprints, DBitto lMcPhail's index,
PHANTASY FRESS Speer probably woalt apprecizte the following, but nevertheless I shall
talk tsports!s To be more specific, I want to relate briefly about
three of the most umsual sporting (?) evemts I ever witnessed, all three being high
school contestss In 1948, I saw THE most uncvenly matched bascball geme in my life
(and I've scen scores of same), in which my alma mater defeated a locil rival by the
score of 51 to 1, in FIVE INNINGS. This game was full of oddities ald along the lino
in that (1) the losing team scored first on a walk and THREE stolen bases (2) the winnc
scored 17 times in the first inning (3) each player for both teams pitched to more than
one batter, with 27 pitchers in total, and (13 several players on the losing team becaw
so mad that they walked off the ficld during the game (2) and went home. TFor my favord
basketball oddity, therels the tournament gAme in which a local teem (who had mannped
to win only five games during the season) upset a team from the Cleveland area by the
score of 128 to 13, That's what I said = « UPSET, 4nd for foctball, I'1l never forget
the time, several years back, when the local high school slaughtered a team from the
Akron arca by a 9k to O count, &5 you''l note, the contests(?) that impress me the
most are those with lopsided scores, Can you or amy other :
FAPANs match the above or surpass with some prepostcrous
scorce from your locale., Such things intrigue me.
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Psi it again, Virginia Dare.
TrtenNessteaesrseeeaveatostteososoeguuerenontoeerotegossnouts
FANTASY AMATEUR With all the commotion of late in re our
lovin'! momber, Perdue, why hasn't someone
proposcd an amendment to require eight SINGLE-SFACED pages per
year? Let's put the pressurc on, that!s what I say. ! S-\
|
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Rho, rho, rho your boat
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On thc noxt page 18 an essay article, "Drinking, Delimguoncy,
and the Teen Agcr", presented with hope that others will
offer their comments on this national social problem that is
growing incroasingly serious, With the past year there has
been some cocrmert in the mailings on the subject of Juvenile
delinquency, but I have falled to note anybody associzting the
delinqueney problem with the problem of alcoholism, nor have
I noticed any comments in the way of reasonable, workable
goluticns to the situations- Thus, the following article.
I would appreclate comments, criticisms, ctc., on the article
and the subject in general, When studying this problem area,
there is the difficulty of detcrmimdng the specific cause or
causes for cach individunl's drinking behavior; further, there
is the difficulty of sclecting and applying a specific, workable
solution te cach seperate problame So pleaso bear in mind that
what 1s to follow is only the begimnings of an insight, on my part, to the many factor:
involved in this social problems
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DRIN KING,
"~ DELINQUENCY,
AND THE TEEN AGER

THE NATURE OF THE PROBLEM

From the day of birth, social controls are placed upon the individual and these
social controls conmtinue to influence the thoughts and actions of the individual
throught life's course, These social controls, that eminate from, namely, the family.
the school, law enforcement, and one's conscience, impell individuals in our society
to engage in reciprocal relationships that have their basis in the c¢ulture that
exists in the society., When deviations from these 'patterns'! oceur, whether by an
individual or by a gtroup within the culture, problems are said te exist, But such
problems may not bo recognizod as such by the total socicty. That is, an individual
or group of irdividuals may be experiencing a problem (and they rovert to deviant
behavior to achicve a solution to their problom), but the total socicty may not be
awarc that a problem oxists, This lack of awaroncss upen the part of the total
socicty is due in part to the fact that tho cherished group volues of the total
socicty have not been threatencd by the deviant behavior, Thus, it follows, that
whon the total soclety bocores awarc that a givoen form of bohavior displayod by a
sogment of the population within the soelcty is of a doviant nature and §s 2 threat
to chorished valucs, the total socic ty will procced to label such behavior as a
soclal problem, as thorc is disagrooment in ¥alucs and Judgrents betweon those
involved in the doviant behaWlor and these opposed to samc, i

But all too fraquently the total socicty will attampt to solve the problem by
the use of tho coercive treatmont, and with many social problems this has proven
to be wvery ineffective in thnt the root causecs are left untouched, Por dofinitive
purposes, lot us understand that a social problem is any difficulty or misbehavior
of a fairly large mumbor of persons which we wish to remove or carrect, and the
solution of a social problom is ovidently the discovery of a method for this rcmoval
or correction. When cmploying the cocreive treotment to some social problems, thero
is a tendency to ignore the difficultics being cxperionced by tho members of the
doviamt group, and focasing attontion only on the misbehavior of the group. The
prohibition cra is an oxcellent cxample of this type of treatment,

With tho probloms associnted with 'teen age! drirking, society has attempted
to eliminatc the behavior by wing, primarily, two ideologies of troatmenk, remely;
coercion and parsussions And both have praren to be ineffcctive means of solution,
by thomsclves, in as much that both ldcelogics tend to ignore the root causos of the
problcm. LUospite our prescmt day regognition of thesc ideologios being inadequate
to effectively troat this problem, the gencral public, the special intercst groups,
and meny of the loarned men in the profossions are continuing today the same
incffective means of attoacking tho 'teon age! drinking sf twrtion and its sarizlly
disapproved farms of behavior that are in intoraction with the sttuntion, Horein
ldiecs an indication that the cultwa2l valws of the total socicty arc in conflict
with the rcercational valucs of our youths The conception of recreaticn as a normal,
enjoyable, and important port o people!s lives, rather than 25 a mcang of cultivat-
ing other desirable choractaristics or suppressing undesirable tendencics, has baon
so dlow in galning ground that thorc is &lmost no privete agemy in the comuunity
which bascs its philosophy upon 1te Now, porsuasion and cocrcion mre attomts to
romove from our society the undesireble conscquerces &f the problem without modifying
or changing the cherishod valw s  the total socicty, A1l soeizl prob]D‘I'I‘IS have the



chapracteristic wherein society attempts to find some way of avoiding the unde sirable
consequenres of our established laws, ‘nstitutions, voluves and socizl prastices,
without changing these same laws, insi’tutions, values, and soclal practices., Thus,
with this value conflict, society is, for the most part, attempting to ignere the
reality, the existerce of these values in opposition{ Thus, in effect, coercive
and persuasive methals of treabment, by themselves, are feeble attempts to solve
this problem due to (1) an avoidanre of the value conflict, and (2) the refusal to
reccgnize the multiplicity of the problem, the multiple factors and causes that make
for {Mteen age! drinking,

‘ Thus, vwhen analyzing the mture of the lteen age! drinking problem, I feel that
an effective solution is unatteinable at the present time, for the value~judgments
of the 'adult'® segment of our socicty are in conflict with the value=-judgments of
our youth, The clash 6f values as to methods to be used in order to treat a condition
that is deecmed a sceial problem often stems from failure clearly to recogmize the
gource of the problam, And so long as the 'adult! sgmont of our sociely persists
in refusing to recognize the bisic chuses far toen-age drinking, this refusal of
recognition being due, far the most part, to the inability of rcccgnizing the
value=judgrents of ocur youth as being cherished valuwes in ocur scciety, the problem
will remain with- ua.

As is known, drinking is a social custom in owr society. Although there are
segments in our society that have cultural values that arc in value confliet with
the drinking custom (because of the socially undesirable consequences relatted to
alcohol comsumption), the total socicty, except for brief periads of temparénce upris-
ings in tle past, has tended to tclerate the custom, Thus, socizl drinking, in
itself, is not reparded as a social problem in the American society, But the social
problems resulting from excessive drinking, namely, alcoholism, or problom drinking,
is reparded as undesirable. by the society, However, whore our youth are concerned,
not only is cxcessive drinking in opposition to our cherished valucs, but also the
practice of sccial drinking by our youth is deemed undesirable, This situation is
rather frustrating to many of owr youth in that we compell them in carly life to
assume adult roles, amd then we contradict same by tclling them that drinking is
taboo for them, whilc at the seme time they cen witness the drinking custom in our
socicty as being one of the roles of aculthood, The puppose of cducation is to
indoctrimte our youth into the culturcl group, and we ternd to teach cach new
gencration to be precisely like its predecessar, But drinking is a part of our
culturc, it is acceptied; and to tell our youth not to drink is in oppodition to our
cultural valucs.

Bospite the above inconsistency, the Americcn socicty rccogmiges 'teen age!
drinking as a moral prcblem and the deviant behavior as & result of the drinking
as being an ameliorative prcblem, It is smcliorstive in nature becausc valuc-
Judgment s have not only helped to ecreate the problem, but ore alse frustrating its
solution. It is a sccial problem having its primary sowce in a growth of conflict-
ing values.

Most, if not all, of the adolescent's problems arc present in the larger society
and arc only reflected in the adolescent, What we call 'adolescent problems! are
merely the outword sign of an unheclthy and incefficient society so far as resring its
young is comcerncd. The root couses of ladalescent problems! arc socistal, not
individunl.

CAUSATIVE FACTORS

It is through play that man finds the satisfaction of his destres to achieve,
win approval, and express his pcrsonality. Recreation is esscntial to happiness and
sati sfacticn in living, It is a fundamental and wniversal need,

The two dominont impulscs of youth are toward activity and toward some kind of
collective association, and both fimd their coxpression in forms of rccreation, - Now,
when we obscerve cur wrbanized, hichly complex society we find that in adult life the




duties and responsitilities of earning a living, caring for a family, and maintéining
a place in human society tends to relegate recreation to a place of minor sigrdficance.
in 1ife. But with owr youth, recreation is so fundamcntal and mecessary that it
refuses to be suppressed amd refuges to play a minor role in life, When the adults
carmot or will not supply the desfred meams of recreation (recreation that the youths
want and not wimt the adults think bost far them), our youth will then attempt to
create their own forms of recreation. This creation of recreation by our youth
embodies  the danger of socially disapproved bohavior coming to the fore,

Now, rocroztion is a potont agent in tho prevention of delimquercy, 4Arnd because
recroation has a strong appeal to youth, delinquercy is less likely to flowish in
commnities where such opporturities aro abundant and attractive than in cities and
nedghborhoods where adequate facilitles are lacking, When owr society does not offer
to the youth outlets for the normal desire far recognition, success, and achiovoment,
our youth will tord to scek swch satisfaction in unsocizl ways. Most delinfjuent acts
arc committed during leisurc time and a large parcentage of them arce performed in
order to got the means for the enjoyment of lcisure, Thus, tho ‘evidence stotes that
many delinquent acts arc committed becausc of a desire to tuy pleasurcs which are
much lcss satisfylng than other farms of recrecation which might be provided by the
commmity at little csst, Probation officers, police offiecizls, and prison author-
itios in large numbers have testificd fvam thelr expericnce that much delinquerey
results from inadequate recreztiion opportunities, According to the National
Rescurces Committec, the lack of adequnute recreation facilities is an outstarding
contributing causc of delinquency.

Now thet we lve recognized the fact that recrestion is a vitel necessity to our
youth, let us lock at how owr culture affects the prevailame of drinking so as to
show the relationship botween drinking and deviant behaviar, First, our culture
affects the prevailance of drinking by the degree to which the culture oparates to
develop tensions, Seccondly, by the extent to which our culture determincs the
attitudes of the people. And thirdly, by the extent to which the culturc provides
sibstitutess When the individual is wnable to cbtain his desfred wents due to the
inaccessability of those wents in his immodiate swrroundings, tenstons will bo
developod, Thus, the 'teen ager! who wnts and vitally nceds primery growp inter-
actions in his life will secarch for an cscape valve from his frustration, In our
complex society, there is an owerwhealring predomimance of sccondary grovp inter-
actions, with very little opportunity for vrimary proup intcractions and assceia-
tions, We rust bear in mind a2t this point that tho Ytcen ager! is also likely to be
frustrated bocavse he 18 cxected Wy socicty to 'bohave like an adult should!, while
at thce samo time is hindered #¥ in his attempt by social pressuwres that say, "don't
do this and don't do that", dospitc the fact that adults do precisely what he is
told not to doe Now, in scmching for recreadion and.a form of group assoéiation,
the Yteen ager! is well awarc thet drinking is & custom among adults thot predominates
in group associastions. Anrl so he sces in tho drinking atmogphere amd surroundings
an opportunity for group association, Thus, tho drink is not the desired substitute
far his frustration, but is rather a moans to an onds And thus, the drinking ‘teen
ager?' is born,

Naturally, therc orc many forms of frustration thnt our youth encownter, but I
used tho above illustration of group associntion for it is of upmost importance in
dealing with this prcblem, Many of our youth cxpericnce frustration dus to the fact
that we have built the kind of society with values, mterial culture and moral
concepts that hag the effoct of frustrating ouwr youth, and in particular, our youth
in the troublesome period of their 'teens', Four mejor conditions in Amcrican cul-
tuwrc arc responsible for this frustration and confusion, thoy being, (1) the tendency
to strcss the importance of 'right! and fwrong' and yet provide no really satisfactory
rationnle for whnt acts are clearly to be rerarded as richt and wrong, (2) the forcing
of too miny altermtives upon the child, (3) we unfit ouwr youth for wse choices
duwring the adolescent poriod by withholding pertinent infamtion vital to his/her
well adjustment, and (L) we force too many altermrtives of cxtremc importance upon
the ehild, This period of frustrotion and tension is furthar intensified hy the



above mentioned parental practice of restrairing their children from acting in adult
roles, Of course, in this problem of drinking, we must also take into account the
fact that many 'teen sgers' drink due to a lack of parental control (indifference)
upon the child's social behavior. But cven under this sitwtion of indifference,
the sttwtion is ideal far the child to adopt the drinking custom; far whon parental
recognition and love 'is cbsent in the family, the child will be in need of some form
of group association, “Whether the child will turn to the drinking situvation will
depend on many fachors, such as, social class, religious influence, racial group,
education, secx, ctc. So let us now examine these influentdal factors,

There are no facts and figurcs available as to the influemce of our cultural
ard institutional valucs upon the drinking habits of the entire 'teen age! segment of
our scciety. But statistics arc available on the drirking customs and attitudes of
a group of collepe students in the U, S., by means of 2 survey conducted by the
Labaratory of Applicd Physiology and the Center of Alcchol Studies at Yale Univ.,
this survey commencing in 1947 ard ending in 1951, (Undoubtably some of you are
familiar with this swvey and its rcsults.) As a m jority of thosc participating
in the swrvey were soventecen, ecighttcen, and nincteen years of age, the survey is
beneficial in helping one to undarstand how our cultural and institutional wvoluos
are influential in determining dpinkin: habits, This survey is of cxtreme importance
whon we consider the fact that it dealt with the merbors of an age group who were
at the threshold of the Qquestion = - ™o drink or not to drink?" -The survey cncom=
passcd 27 celleges, sclected to represment differcnt types; public, private and
secctarian institutions, cocducation, ment's and wemen's; white and Negro; uwrban and
rural; large and sml) cenrollments; and in differemt regions of the country. The
high degrec of consistency found in the majority o the questionaires, and the
attitude of the students as cxpresscd in their stoteremts, indicate thnt the
participants in the study, with very few exceptions, tried to provide those exam-
incers engeged in the swrvey with accurate info. Althcugh the survey represents
only a amall segment of the 'teen age! population in the hmerican soclety, the
survey is still significant in that we can obtain a better understanmding of how
ﬁtuml velucs are influential in determining individunl velues and attitues in re

nking.

Cultural group membership (as defined by suwch components gs cthnic background,
racial crigin, and rdigion) is a basic factor influencing mny of our activities,
People tend to live necar, associcte with, and cmulate morbers of their cwm cultural
groups. Thus, drinking nractices frequently rcflect the customs and standards of
the cultural group. The results of the swrvcy indicoted tlet both religious and
nationclity group remberships arc apt to be influential factors in determining the
probability that cne will usc a2lcohol, with the factors associntod with relicious
affiliation being mere basic than these asscciatéd with mtionadity. The survey
showcd that relirious influence is appercnt regerdless of metionality, Further
indicated by the swrwey was that the degree of differcnce in deinking ratcs between
men and woren is closely corrclated with relipious identificotion,

Parental cxample is o factor of mjor significence in drinking by young people,
Thus, when 2 student follows the exammlc of the parents in deciding whether or not
to drink, he/she in so doing is conforming with the custams of the soeial groups to
which they belong, Drinking as & soeicl custon, and the drinking practices of an
individuwl 2rc apt to reflect those not only of the family btut also of fricnds and
companions, Studants who ronarted that the mjority of their close fricnds drink
werc for the most part drinkers themselves, whilc thosc whose closc friends mostly
abstain wore with little cxcention abstoiners, too, With all the nreceding info at
hand, it is sugpested thet drinking or abstaining is not a woy of behavier which 1s
selected by individuals opcrating as seporate, willful cntities unaffected by sceial
cnvironmentse When we combine the factors of peremtal drinking behavicr, sex,
cbhnic affiliation and rcligicus affiliation, the total would scem to be of consider=-
able importarce in determining what behavior will likely be adopted by the child,




A so of extreme importomce, as shown by the survey, in dotormining drirki ng
habits are the factors of advi ¢ ar comonds given by parants, frienis, ministers,
ard others of influcrce in the individual's carly years of life. The discfepucy
betweon actual behavior amd tho message ar norm prescnted by individwls or
orgemizations attompting to initiste, mrintain, ar change behavior is of significence
for toachers, ministars, parents, lecislatars, or otlers concerncd with drinking and
tho deviart behaviors that frequently result from drinking, 4s I indiected bofare,
abstinence moasurcs used in the form ¢ advice or cormamds 21l too freqe ntly result
in those adults interested in the probcm using persistonce in their prohibltion
type methods of attadking the problem ond permitting the causes of the drinking
behaviar to be loft untouched, And further, all too frequently this intensity of
rcpressive measures mekes the young cdrinker more antogponistic toward advice or
canmernds because his problems have not been solved, nor has there even been, in mny
instances, an attempt to solve the problems leading to the consumption of 2leohol,
2xperience has demonstrated tht holding high morzl velues to the young drinker
will probebly not have the desired offoct of persusding him/her to abstain from
drink; mor will wrging the cthieal veluos of a systom which proseribes drinking
upon a person who is woll integrated in another group which does not proscribe drink-
ing., Thus, we herein sce indicotions that individual advi e to drink or not to drink
will heve 1little ceffect campored to larper saiocultwal forces, unless the latter
are extremely weak or confusecd or the indiriduwal is but weakly integrated with his
grouw,., To portrzy drinking as regwlarly leading to drankenncss, alcoholism, sexual
licensc, aceidents and manslmghter, powerty, disgrace, crime, diseasc, or nabional
celamity is clecrly falscs no one belicves that the 65 to 75 million Ameriean drink-
errs or any large proportion of tlem meet such fates, It is extremcly dangerous to
draw such a picturc and especially to yowg people, far to describe drinkdng behavior,
to individuals whe already are ar w1l shortly became drinkers, only in tcarms of the
most frightoning, relatively rarce extremos may lead the youth to ridicule or deny cven
the very real dmgers, This is not to say that counseling or wping meral velues is
useless or imvoriably warks in ways cther than those intended; but advice or commands
glven by themsolf, without any attempts made to solwe tho emotional protlems that
frequently lead to drwinldng situstf ons, is generally ineffective with the individual
who hes been taunght to accept drinking as a sceial custam and does so. Thus, not
only is tho Amorican scciety making an unsatisfactory and unrealistic approach to
the multiplicity of problems rclates to 'tecen aget! drinking, but the controls and
tecachings meet with resistance and sometimes appear to stimulate the very behavior
which they arce intended to suppress,

Some significant info was obtaine® from the swwy in rc the impartance of
drinking motivetions. It was found th & both male and femrle students drink because
(in order of importcncc), they onjoy tlc taste, to camply with custom, to be gy,
and to reliove tension, (Mamy others of considerebly lesser importance were glwen, )
It 1s to bc noted that 211 of the abow cxcept the enjoyrent of taste hawve 2 social
connotations It should also be moted thot 'enjoyrent of taste' is more of a rational
nature than of reality., Rcasons of a psychological motivation recelved little
importance in the ratings, once again indiceting that the drinking’behavior by itself
with the majerity of owr youth is not intended to rclieve tensions, but rether is a
means to an ond; the group asscciation connected with the drinking is responsible
for the rclease of tensions and/or frustraticns,.

In summing up the causatiwe facters, to follow is a listing of those facters in our
sccicty thot create an individwnl's attitude toward drinkinr.

Education (advice of teachors) Family (adviec and Orinkihg hobits
Religious affiliation Sex status of poronts.)
Social class values BEthnde group velwe s
Racial greun valwes Drinking habits of close fricnds.

. Attitudes of sccicty Exposurc te difforenticl asscciation
Advertising Environment

Amount of incanc,



Once the individual acquires an attitule toward drinking, there are sceveral other
factors to be considered in his final decision of whether to drink or not to drink,
They are as follows.

1, Family disarganization my create a need for group associztion outside the

family structaure,

2, Tho extent to which the individwel is able to suppress tensions and frustre-

tions,
‘3« The extent to which socially approred farms of recrestion are provided far
the individmml and effectiwely mect his meeds.

SCCIAL FR(BIEIS. INTERRELATED WITH DRINKING

When the Ytcen age! youth uses the drinking environment to achieve his desire
for recrextion and group asscciztion, he is continwelly being cxposed to the risk
factar of differential contagion/association., This is duc to the fact that the
criminal clement (both the 'adult! criminal and the delinquent) frequent these tusiness
establishments in which the drinking and group associations exist. When and if the
youth accepts a delinquent or group of delinquents as a port of his group associations,
he runs the risk of engaging in the sccially undesirable forms of behavior performed
by the delinquent youth, This is duc to the fact that when julgment becomes upset
by alcohol, the youth may losc the distinction between right and wrong, as he/she
norm:1ly understands these words, If the youth M8 vast reservoirs of agrossion,
due to previously supproesscd hostility towerds society, his group asscciations with
delimquents offers him the opportumity to release his hostility, frustration, and
aggressive 'patterns! by crpaging in delimquent acts, And once he becomes an 'int
member of a delinquent gang, it is of upmost difficulty for him to brezk his tles
with the group, for if his group is with him, his conscience and self-respect will
not suffer, nor will he undergo any blame or moral isclation fram his group. To the
delimuent, 'sang! life symbolizes the following; reccgnition, primary group inter-
actions, recrcation, advonture, satisfaction, acceptance and loyalty. If these needs
are unobtainable outside his group, he will continue his délinguent behavier. Although
delinquercy is not an ebsolute prerequisitc to crimimality, so long as the youth can
achieve the above needs in delinquent behavior only, the possibility of contimiing
his deviant behavior into crimimlity is considerably strengthened,

The continuamce of the drinking behavior fram youth into adulthood alse increases
the sccial unddwirability of the fteen age! drinking problem in that the potentialit-
ies of becoming an alcoholic, & problem drinker, are introdwed. The alcohclic
usually starts ocut as a social drinker, The chances of becoming an aleoholic are ever
present so long as the individuel maintains his drinking behavior,

Embodies within the problem of celingwe nt behnvior are several othor social
prcblems that are to be found in the total socicty. In essemse, the following ard
tho predominant forms of deviant behavior that are parts of the whole soeial problenm
of juwenile delimguency, ;

1, crime (theft, murder, cte.)
2. 'gang! warfare

3« prostitution

ke illegitament children

5. ‘drunken driving?

6., drur addiction

7o homosexuzlity

8. physical diseasc

With such a 1ist, it is of little wonder that owr socicty is so intenscly orien-
tated agoinst juwvenile devient behavior, and especinlly ageinst its agressive apent,
its driving force, alcohol,




REFCRM MEASIRES

Goorgio Lolll states in the September, 195L issue of the Quarterly Journal of
Studies on Alcohol, “the fact that pleaswe ar the scarch far pleasurc is at the root
of the trouble: in both thc teen age! drinking problem and the delinguent problem is
too often ignored by the rerbors of society." John F, Cuber states in his text,
'Problems of Amorican Socicty', “the clash of values as to methads to bo used in order
to treat a condition that is deemed a social problem of ton stems from failure clearly
to recognize the sourcc of thc problem.® In toc many cases the parents have utterly
failed to carry ocut their respomsibilitics, They have fajled by bad cxample, ncglect,
excessive drinking, quarreling and bickering in fromt o their children. The nmatural
rosult is too often a serious emotional disturbance in the child reflecting itsclf
in delinquent behavior. Tho parcrt who dwes not take an interest in the child!s
wolfarc is nudging him onts tho road leading to the assaciated practices of delin-
quency and drinking, :

In order to solve the interrelathd problems of Yteen age! drinking and delim
quency it is of vital necessity thnt thc total soclety rceogmize the valwes of our
youth as being cherished values of the total socicty, in re reercation, primary group
associations, love and recogrition, :

Commorcial rccreation of today is failirng to meet the important values of the
American peoples 4nd with our youth this failing is of vital significance dwe to
youth's vital necd for a release of emergy by means of recreation, A4s was pointed
out previously, laisure time far adults is limited and thus recreation temds to play
a gecondary role in the Jifc of the adult, This allocation of recreation to a
?econdm-y :;'olc has tended to make many adults in our society ignore the needs of the
teen ager!t.

The most frequently used forms of recreation avallable to our youth are- sports,
movies, 'beer joints', 'nmite clubs?!, reading, radio and television, Do thoy satisfy
the dominant impulses of ocur youth toward recreation, namely, activity and collective
assoclation (group activity)? Certainmly the roquircmomt of activity is satisfied to
a certain degree in all of the abeve fcrms. Bubt the requiremenmt of group association,
which is of upmost importame, is not 2dequately satisfied in any of the above
recreational outlets, According to Dwley L, Hwlcy, Presidemt of the American
Council on Education, "no form of récrcation is more popular with youwth than dancing.
Thus, whet young people rcally want and need is scme place where thay can go to make
the acquaintance of othcr young people of the OPPOSITE sex, And dancing is the
answer to this vital need. Does our scciety provide this form of rocreation for our
youth ade%%clx. In moany ccmmunities, yes; in the majority of communitics, an
emphatic NO.

In the ficld of porsunsive attacks upon the preblem, there arc two influential
factors, namely (1) failure to help the ftcen ager! solve his problems, and (2)
fallure upon the part o mony to observe the laws, thot have been instrumental in
halting progress taycrd a sclution of the preblem, Howewer, there is hope that
edwrational measurcs will be of benefit in the necar futurc, in that a determined
offort is being put forth to alter the school temperance toaching now proseribed in
all the states. In addition, the suceess of anti-alecchol instmetion in Continental
Zurope has set a gugg stamdard for cur cwn scheols to adopt,

£11icd Youth is an organization solely ercated far tho teaching of alechol
education to young peonlc by csteblishing clubs within the high schools 21l over the
Us S. It represcnts nreventive alecohol cducation at its best by attacking the
problem at its corc and at its storting point. Working on the basis thet the great
majerity of aleohclics bogin thair drinking dwing the 'feen age! pericd in life and
that the problem of alcoholism is deeply related to emothonal stability and person-
ality development, Allicd Youth has becn ard is comboting the sceial presswre to
drink to be found in young people of high scheol age, Within cach ecstablished post
an cducational and recreational program is sot wp as a working oxample that youth
can have fun and group asscciation cf 2 dewired and socinlly approved naturc without
adopting the drinking custom of the total sccicty.



In tackling the problem of juvenmile delinquency, a total attack must be used,
4s for the drinking problem, an ameliorative approach is more advisable in that the
root cause of the problem can be dealt with more accessability, In sumary, the
following are four necessary steps that need to be taken, in my opinion, to sclve the
problem of 'teen age! drinking, and 2s a ccnsequence further help to climimte a
large portion of cur delinmquercy problem,

1, Steps need tc be taken in all cormunities to fulfill the meeds of our
youth by providing adequate facilities fer recreation that youth wents
and not what a "Puritan® book reading group advesates,

2, A4 more realistic anproach to the drinking prcblem in owr schools.

3¢ Educational progroms 2imed 2t the adults so that they might further
urcerstand the basic needs of their children in tems of recreation
and group asscciation,

L4, Low cbservance by owmers of licensed liquor establishments,
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SOME POSTMAILING COMMENTS

FAFHRD Do you have any duplicates of Ellison's SFB? I am in nced of issues ome

through seven, 4&nd if you don't hove any to sell, are there any other FiPAns
interested in disposing of some old SFBs, I've been trying for a hell of a long time
to get ahold of thesc but with no luck, I didn't even get any rcsponses in K-T to
my offer of a buck a copy., Sam offer 5till stands, Come on, somebody - - anybody;
I necd 1 to 7 to complete my collection,
IE MOIYDRE True, smll towns necessitote conformity, but they award recognition for

goad deeds well done. While in the big city a good deed is just orc of

many that is likely to get lost in the shuffle., Arnd for fricndliness and hOSpitZ‘.{lity
I'1]1 toke the sm1l town anyday, /// I'm not pushing far N3F in FAPA, But I am sick
and tired of sceing the N3F pushed into the mud by those who haven't the courage to
admit that they didn't do a demn thing for N3F when they belonged, OCribicism is
beneficial, surc; but the M3F needs criticism of & constructive mturc from sincere
individwls, not destrctive from those who like to dig for the sake of digging. /7/
IBIDEM That cover is rcal crazy, man, craazy. In fact, the whole ish made me flip.

Real good - - nothing mueh to arcuse comment, but real enjoyable rezdint,
DIASPAR Por typing on stencil you do a top=notch job, Only wish I could say the

same, as you'!ll undoubtobly notice the many typos hercin, I'm lazy!
IE MOINDRE (additional cormment) My temper was slightly bubbling when I wrote the
above on N3F, Boyd, and I apologize for the feudish lamgwmge., Hope we'ro
still friemds, Iet's change the subject. /// Which I have done in order to’explain
what I mcon when I soy that 'all men are crented cqual's. In terms of wealth, sceial
class, mombtality - - certoinly nmot, But in mire eyes 21l men are equwel in terms of
race, nationality and religicon, To me, in cheosing my friends, it mkes no difference
whethor they are black or white, idmerican or Russian, Catholic or Buddhist. But in
they eyes of the world, thesc distirctions/differences do make a differorce, and
consequently the world mkes my opinions non-existant, But in my mind theoy are very
much in existerce. This is whet I bolicve, Prove it? How? How can ore prove that
a Catholic is botter than a Buddhist, or viec versa? And whot do we mean by tbetter!?
Or how do we prove thet 'all men arc creatied unequal'? language is a barrior to
meny of our beliefs, How does ome cxplain the emotional feolings involved in the
term *love! to someone who has never cxperiemced the same? How do you cxplain whot
sight is to someone who has been blind all his 1ife? This is probably all clear as
mud, isn*t 1t? Perhaps I can best explain my belicf that all men are created cqual
by stating that when an individual is born into the warld he is not superior te
another because of his race, motionnlity, social class, ctee Ratlor it.is of the
upmost importance what that individual docs with his life. During his 1ifec hc my
surpass others in terms of wealth, swcess, ctc., but his ideals, beliefs and loyal=-
ties do not advance in superiority, except in toerms of the rationale, And how do you
prove what is rational when two or mere icdealogics are in conflict?
WATCH FC(R A LARCGER FANALYSIS IN THE NEXT MAILING




